The Work of Restoration Wednesday 9 August 1989 Shared When Dennis
was in Toronto at the Airport Fellowship

I want to share something of God's work of restoration in our nations, our
Churches and our homes.

God gives us revelation

God gives us the strategy

God gives us faith as we hear

God gives us fruit, both for His and for our encouragement

An example of this is this building (meaning the Church) was once a fine
building, but it has been neglected. It is in need of more than a coat of paint,
it needs deep surgery. It may have to be torn down and rebuilt if it is to
reflect its former glory. There are deep-rooted problems in both this
building and in the church. The church is in need of restoration to Gods
pattern. Moses was the meekest man on all the earth, yet he could not enter
the tent of the meeting because of the glory of the Lord. Jesus will come
again only as the bride becomes pure and holy. The bride (the church) has to
be restored first. What does this mean for us?

Mark 13 v 1-2

As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, "Teacher,
look! What wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus
said to him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left
upon another, which will not be torn down.”

Fine stones, fine building, but Jesus was not impressed. God says to His
church, His people: things are not fine and someone has to change, I change
not.
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The Signs of Christ's Return
1. The destruction of all religious works, temples, institutions, denominations
that have a name which indicates that they are alive but they are dead.

Revelation 3 v 1-6

"To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars, says this: T know your deeds, that you have a name
that you are alive, and yet you are dead. 2 Be constantly alert, and
strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not
found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 So remember what you
have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Then if you are not alert, I
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 4
But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and
they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who
overcomes will be clothed the same way, in white garments; and I will not
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels. 6 The one who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.’

Deception, false prophets man pleasers, money-makers and strange doctrines;
successful churches that have lost their first love, all these are being seen,
and will continue to be seen before Jesus returns.

Revelation 2 V 1-7

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven
stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden
lampstands, says this: 2 'T know your deeds and your labor and perseverance,
and that you cannot tolerate evil people, and you have put those who call
themselves apostles to the test, and they are not, and you found them to be
false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured on account of My name,
and have not become weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have left
your first love. 5 Therefore, remember from where you have fallen, and
repent, and do the deeds you did at first, or else I am coming to you and I
will remove your lampstand from its place - unless you repent. 6 But you have
this, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
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7 The one who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
To the one who overcomes, I will grant to eat from the tree of life, which is
in the Paradise of God.’

Lawlessness and apostasy will increase as will abuse and disregard for
authority.

2 Thessalonians 2 v 1-12

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken
from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit, or a message, or a
letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 No
one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4
who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as
being God. 5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was
telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that he
will be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at
work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is removed. 8 Then that
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will eliminate with the breath of
His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 9 that is, the
one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and
false signs and wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness for
those who perish, because they did not accept the love of the truth so as to
be saved. 11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so
that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged
who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

Love has grown cold in the church and in the world. Divorce is increasing both
in marriage and church relationships. We have to conform fo the image of
Christ personally and corporately. This is God's pattern.
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Acts 3v1-10

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour
of prayer. 2 And a man who had been unable to walk from birth was being
carried, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple
which is called Beautiful, in order for him to beg for charitable gifts from
those entering the temple grounds. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to
go into the temple grounds, he began asking to receive a charitable gift. 4
But Peter, along with John, looked at him intently and said, "Look at us!” 5
And he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 6
But Peter said, "I do not have silver and gold, but what I do have I give to
you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk!” 7 And grasping him by
the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were
strengthened. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to walk; and he entered
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the
people saw him walking and praising God; 10 and they recognized him as being
the very one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg for
charitable gifts, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what
had happened to him.

Peter had preached the gospel and now we see Peter and John restore the
lame man. Then Peter explains.

Acts 3v11-21

While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them
at the portico named Solomon'’s, completely astonished. 12 But when Peter
saw this, he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this,
or why are you staring at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had
made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our
fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you handed over and
disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14
But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to
be granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, whom God raised
from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses.
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16 And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has
strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes
through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17
"And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers
also did. 18 But the things which God previously announced by the mouths of
all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has fulfilled in this way. 19
Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,; 20 and
that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must
receive until the period of restoration of all things, about which God spoke by
the mouths of His holy prophets from ancient times.

There is power in the name of Jesus. But there is more to it than His healing
power.

Acts 8 v 12

But when they believed Philip as he was preaching the good news about the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were
being baptized.

There is power in His name and peace only in His kingdom.

The Work of Restoration of the Church - His Bride

Acts 3 v 14-21

But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to
be granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, whom God raised
from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 16 And on the basis of
faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man
whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him
this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17 "And now, brothers, I know
that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers also did. 18 But the things
which God previously announced by the mouths of all the prophets, that His
Christ would suffer, He has fulfilled in this way.
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19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in
order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 20
and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom heaven
must receive until the period of restoration of all things, about which God
spoke by the mouths of His holy prophets from ancient times.

Revelation or Realisation

Here there are several stages which we go through: repentance, refreshment
in God's presence and a refurn to the ancient ways. There is then a period of
restoration and we are to heed the Prophets of old.

Jeremiah 6

To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear? Behold, their
ears are closed and they cannot listen. Behold, the word of the Lord has
become for them a rebuke. they take no delight in it. 11 But I am full of the
wrath of the Lord; I am weary of holding it in. "Pour it out on the children in
the street and on the gathering of young men together; for both husband and
wife shall be taken, the old and the very old. 12 Their houses shall be turned
over to others, their fields and their wives together; for I will stretch out
My hand against the inhabitants of the land,” declares the Lord. 13 "For from
the least of them to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for gain, and
from the prophet to the priest everyone deals falsely. 14 They have healed
the brokenness of My people superficially, saying, 'Peace, peace,’ But there is
no peace. 15 Were they ashamed because of the abomination they had done?
They were not ashamed at all, nor did they know even how to be ashamed.
Therefore they will fall among those who fall: at the time that I punish them,
they will collapse,” says the Lord. 16 This is what the Lord says: "Stand by
the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is, and
walk in it; then you will find a resting place for your souls. But they said, 'We
will not walk in it.’

There is nothing new under the sun. The new thing is to do the old thing. The
ancient paths lead into kingdom ways.
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Daniel 9 v 24-27

"Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to
finish the wrongdoing, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for guilt, to
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the Most Holy Place. 25 So you are to know and understand that from
the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, until Messiah the
Prince, there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again,
with streets and moat, even in times of distress. 26 Then after the sixty-
two weeks, the Messiah will be cut of f and have nothing, and the people of
the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end
will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are
determined. 27 And he will confirm a covenant with the many for one week,
but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain
offering: and on the wing of abominations will come the one who makes
desolate, until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, gushes forth on
the one who makes desolate.”

The Seventy Weeks

There was a decree made to finish the transgression to make an end of sin, to
make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. This all relates to
Jesus returning to bring in the kingdom of heaven.

Restoration

Here there is an unveiling which often leads to a vision and then Revelation.

Proverbs 29 v 18

Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, but happy is one who
keeps the Law.

Habakkuk 2 v 1-4

I will stand at my guard post and station myself on the watchtower, and I will
keep watch to see what He will say to me, and how I may reply when I am
reprimanded. 2 Then the Lord answered me and said, "Write down the vision
and inscribe it clearly on tablets, so that one who reads it may run.
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3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it hurries toward the goal and
it will not fail. Though it delays, wait for it for it will certainly come, it will
not delay long. 4 "Behold, as for the impudent one, his soul is not right within
him; but the righteous one will live by his faith.

Revelation 19 v 6-7

Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound
of many waters, and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying,
"Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 7 Let’s rejoice and
be glad and give the glory to Him, because the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His bride has prepared herself.”

Psalm 127 v 1

Unless the Lord builds a house, they who build it labor in vain; unless the Lord
guards a city, the watchman stays awake in vain.

Romans 12 v 1-2

Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Ephesians 4 v 7-16

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's
gift. 8 Therefore it says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive the
captives, and He gave gifts to people.” 9 (Now this expression, "He
ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the
lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also He who
ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)
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11 And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, some
as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of people,
by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are
to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ, 16 from
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

Hebrews 11 v 6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to
God must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards
those who seek Him.

Romans 5 v 1-11

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we also have obtained our introduction
by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the
glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also celebrate in our tribulations,
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 6 For while we were still
helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly
die for a righteous person; though perhaps for the good person someone
would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God
through Him.
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10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
11 And not only this, but we also celebrate in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Mark 11 v 12-26

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we also have obtained our introduction
by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the
glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also celebrate in our tribulations,
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance,; 4 and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 6 For while we were still
helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly
die for a righteous person; though perhaps for the good person someone
would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God
through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also celebrate in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

John 15 v 16

You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go
and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of
the Father in My name He may give to you.

Galatians 5 v 22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
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Hebrews 11 v 6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to
God must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards
those who seek Him.

What we Need to do First

Get or have revelation, renew our covenant with God; Moses did this at the
plains of Moab. Joshua did this at Shechem. And Haggai bought the word to
the exiles. Here was a man who was maybe in his 70's who probably wrote
what is the second shortest book of the Old Testament, over a 4-month
period, consisting of two chapters of what God wanted and what resulted in
eventually the rebuilding of the Temple through disobedience, then obedience
of the exiles then encouragement and strength. This is not a patching up job
it is the removal of all things that are not to God's word, His pattern through
His prophetic word.

Exodus 25 v 1-9

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Tell the sons of Israel to take a
contribution for Me; from everyone whose heart moves him you shall take My
contribution. 3 This is the contribution which you are to take from them:
gold, silver, and bronze, 4 violet, purple, and scarlet material, fine linen, goat
hair, 5 rams’ skins dyed red, fine leather, acacia wood, 6 oil for lighting,
balsam oil for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones
and setting stones for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 Have them
construct a sanctuary for Me, so that I may dwell among them. 9 According
to all that I am going to show you as the pattern of the tabernacle and the
pattern of all its furniture, so you shall construct it.

God spoke to Moses about the exact pattern that the Tabernacle should be
before he would come to it. Nothing less would do. Now Jesus seeks a
tabernacle a bride all-pure and holy before He will come to it.
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Ephesians 1 v 9-10

He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure
which He set forth in Him, 10 regarding His plan of the fullness of the times,

to bring all things together in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the
earth.
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