Men of God - Priests and Prophets. Unsure if or when shared with SCF*

Exodus 19 verse 3-6

Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying,
"Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: 4 You
yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’
wings, and brought you to Myself. 5 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice
and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples,
for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation." These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”

The Lord wanted His people to become a holy nation.

Isaiah 61 verse 6

But you will be called the priests of the LORD; you will be spoken of as ministers of
our God. You will eat the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast.

1 Peter 2 verse 9-10

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's
OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 For you once were NOT A PEOPLE,
but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have
RECEIVED MERCY.

All believers are part of that Royal Priesthood.

Hebrews 4 verse 14-16

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we
do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
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16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Jesus is our great High Priest.

Ephesians 5 verse 25-27

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and
blameless.

Men are instructed to love their wives as Christ loves the Church.

The Credentials or Qualifications of a Priest

1. They are a child of the free woman.

Galatians 4 verse 23-29

But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son
by the free woman through the promise. 24 This is allegorically speaking, for
these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing
children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. 25 Now this Hagar is Mount
Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in
slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free. she is our
mother. 26 For it is written, "REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR;
BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR; FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE
CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND.” 28 And you
brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But as at that time he who was
born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit,
so it is now also.

2. They are to be holy.
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1 John 1 verse 6-10

If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the
Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

3. Their task is never ending.

2 Corinthians 4 verse 17-18

For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far
beyond all comparison, 18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

4. They shall be (come) perfect.

Matthew 5 verse 48

Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
The Credentials or Qualifications of a Prophet
1. They are called and know that they have been called.

Romans 8 verse 14-17

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you

have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abbal!
Father!”
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16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,

17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
2. They strengthen and encourage others.

Acts 15 verse 32

Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened
the brethren with a lengthy message.
3. They teach God's Word, wills and ways.

2 Timothy 4 verse 1-5

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word;
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience
and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their
ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things,
endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

4. They are people of faith.

Hebrews 11 verse 6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
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Hebrews 12 verse 22-24

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
Our ministry begins at home, in us first then our family and out from there into
every area of our lives, home, Church, work and beyond.

Acts 1 verse 7-8

He said to them,"It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has
fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

Husbands and Wives

The following scriptures shows some steps that will aid wives and husbands.

Ephesians 5 verse 14-33

For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you." 15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but
as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 17 So
then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And
do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the
Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord: 20 always giving
thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father; 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 22 Wives,
be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
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23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the

church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject
to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and
blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we
are members of His body. 31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND
MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32
This mystery is great, but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as
himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

1. Awake sleeper, be aware that Christ wants to shine on you so that you will
shine for Him, both male and female.

2. Be careful how you walk, walk wisely. What do you do if you lack wisdom?

James 1 verse 2-8

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that
the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously
and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
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6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the

surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to
expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being double-minded man,
unstable in all his ways.

Don't let the devil catch you out!
3. Make the most of your time. Spend time with God in prayer and in His word.
4. Don't be foolish. That is, do take seriously 1-3 above.

5. Don't get drunk with wine - that goes without saying. We should not be
controlled by drinking, but it is also saying something else. Think of wine as your
old spirit, old nature. The Holy Spirit is of ten referred to as the new wine. We
must not be so immersed (taken up) by the old ways that we have no time for the
new (see 3 above again).

6. Speaking to one another, in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing to
Jesus songs of the Spirit, in tongues to the Lord each day at home, in the
bathroom, in the car, in the street. Make melody in your heart to the Lord. You
create this melody by being thankful. Give thanks for everything and everyone.
Thank God for your life, family, health. If you're sick give thanks in it (not for it).
You will have trials. Don't let those trials rob God of His due.

7. Be subject to each other, husband and wife in the fear of Christ.
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1 Corinthians 11 verse 22-34

What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise
the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to
you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you. 23 For I received
from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke
it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25
In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26
or as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks
judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this
reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31 But if we
judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along
with the world. 33 So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait
for one another. 34 If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not
come together for judgment. The remaining matters I will arrange when I come.

Remember what Jesus said.
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John 13 verse 31-35

Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified,
and God is glorified in Him; 32 if God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him
in Himself, and will glorify Him immediately. 33 Little children, I am with you a
little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to
you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

This is our key to evangelism.
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