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Jeremiah 6 verse 16-17

Thus says the LORD, “Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, 

where the good way is, and walk in it; and you will find rest for your souls.  But 

they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

Exodus 25 verse 1-2 and 9

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Tell the sons of Israel to raise a 

contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My 

contribution.  9 According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of 

the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.

Finding willing hearts first, then showing the structure and form of the temple 

next to those willing hearts.

Deuteronomy 6 verse 1-9

“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the LORD 

your God has commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land 

where you are going over to possess it, 2 so that you and your son and your 

grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His 

commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days 

may be prolonged.  3 O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it 

may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly, just as the LORD, the God 

of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.  4 “Hear, 

O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  5 You shall love the LORD your God

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  6 These words, 

which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  7 You shall teach them 

diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when 

you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
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8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your 

forehead.  9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates.

Moses was to teach God’s commands first to his sons and grandsons and then to 

the Israelites.

Deuteronomy 7 verse 1-2

“When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to 

possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the 

Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 

Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, 2 and 

when the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you 

shall utterly destroy them.  You shall make no covenant with them and show no 

favor to them.

The Israelites were to defeat their enemies.

Deuteronomy 7 verse 3

Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your 

daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.

There was to be no marrying outside of the Israelite nation.

Deuteronomy 7 verse 6

For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you 

to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of

the earth.

They were to be to be a consecrated people.
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Deuteronomy 7 verse 7-8

“The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in 

number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but 

because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your 

forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from 

the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

They were not chosen because of their superior numbers to other tribes around 

them.

Deuteronomy 7 verse 12-16

“Then it shall come about, because you listen to these judgments and keep and do 

them, that the LORD your God will keep with you His covenant and His 

lovingkindness which He swore to your forefathers.  13 He will love you and bless 

you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of 

your ground, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your herd 

and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to your forefathers to 

give you.  14 You shall be blessed above all peoples; there will be no male or 

female barren among you or among your cattle.  15 The LORD will remove from you

all sickness; and He will not put on you any of the harmful diseases of Egypt which 

you have known, but He will lay them on all who hate you.  16 You shall consume all 

the peoples whom the LORD your God will deliver to you; your eye shall not pity 

them, nor shall you serve their gods, for that would be a snare to you.

There was an assurance of God’s approval to come.
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Deuteronomy 7 verse 22

The Lord your God will clear away these nations before you little by little; you will 

not be able to put an end to them quickly, for the wild beasts would grow too 

numerous for you.

The nations around them were to be conquered in God’s timing. 

Deuteronomy 8 verse 1-3

“All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to 

do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD 

swore to give to your forefathers.  2 You shall remember all the way which the 

LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might 

humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep 

His commandments or not.  3 He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you 

with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might 

make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 

everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.

The people were to humble themselves before God and remember all He had done 

for them.

Deuteronomy 8 verse 15-18

15 He led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents 

and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water for

you out of the rock of flint.  16 In the wilderness He fed you manna which your 

fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do 

good for you in the end.  17 Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power and 

the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’
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18 But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you power

to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your 

fathers, as it is this day.

The people were to not forget their past and to to follow the paths from long ago.

Exodus 25 verse 2

“Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose 

heart moves him you shall raise My contribution.

They were to have willing hearts.

Exodus 25 verse 9

According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and 

the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.

They were to follow God’s plans.

Numbers 11 verse 1

Now the people became like those who complain of adversity in the hearing of the 

Lord; and when the Lord heard it, His anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord 

burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 

They became a people who complained.

Numbers 11 verse 21-22

But Moses said, “The people, among whom I am, are 600,000 on foot; yet You have

said, ‘I will give them meat, so that they may eat for a whole month.’  22 Should 

flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to be sufficient for them?  Or should 

all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to be sufficient for them?”

Moses complained too.
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Numbers 12 verse 1-2

Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom 

he had married (for he had married a Cushite woman);  2 and they said, “Has the 

LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us as well?” 

And the LORD heard it.

Aaron and Miriam complained about Moses.

Numbers 12 verse 5-8

Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the doorway of the 

tent, and He called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both come forward, 6 He 

said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall 

make Myself known to him in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  7 “Not 

so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; 8 With him I speak 

mouth to mouth,  even openly, and not in dark sayings,  and he beholds the form of

the LORD.  Why then were you not afraid  to speak against My servant, against 

Moses?”

God took Aaron and Miriam to task.

Numbers 12 verse 15

So Miriam was shut up outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not 

move on until Miriam was received again.

Miriam caused the delay.

Numbers 13 verse 2

“Send out for yourself men so that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which I 

am going to give to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their 

fathers’ tribes, every one a leader among them.”
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Planning to explore Canaan.

Numbers 13 verse 17-20

When Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, he said to them, “Go up 

there into the Negev; then go up into the hill country.  18 See what the land is 

like, and whether the people who live in it are strong or weak, whether they are 

few or many.  19 How is the land in which they live, is it good or bad?  And how 

are the cities in which they live, are they like open camps or with fortifications?  

20 How is the land, is it fat or lean?  Are there trees in it or not?  Make an 

effort then to get some of the fruit of the land.”  Now the time was the time of 

the first ripe grapes.

Spying out the land.

Numbers 13 verse 25-33

When they returned from spying out the land, at the end of forty days, 26 they 

proceeded to come to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the sons of 

Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; and they brought back word to them 

and to all the congregation and showed them the fruit of the land.  27 Thus they 

told him, and said, “We went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does

flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.  28 Nevertheless, the people who 

live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and 

moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  29 Amalek is living in the land 

of the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living in 

the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of the 

Jordan.”  30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by

all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.”
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31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against 

the people, for they are too strong for us.”  32 So they gave out to the sons of 

Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land 

through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants;

and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.  33 There also we saw 

the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like 

grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

The negative and positive reports on what they had seen.

Numbers 14 verse 1-4

Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept 

that night.  2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the 

whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt!  

Or would that we had died in this wilderness!  3 Why is the LORD bringing us into 

this land, to fall by the sword?  Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; 

would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?”  4 So they said to one another, 

“Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.”

The people rebel, they want someone else to lead them.

Numbers 14 verse 20-25

So the LORD said, “I have pardoned them according to your word; 21 but indeed, 

as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD.  22 Surely all the 

men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the 

wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to 

My voice, 23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor 

shall any of those who spurned Me see it.
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24 But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed 

Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall 

take possession of it.  25 Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites live in the 

valleys; turn tomorrow and set out to the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.”

This was God’s forgiveness and reprimand at work.

Ezra – the Work of Restoration of God’s Temple

Ezra 1 verse 5-6

Then the heads of fathers’ households of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and

the Levites arose, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild

the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.  6 All those about them encouraged 

them with articles of silver, with gold, with goods, with cattle and with valuables, 

aside from all that was given as a freewill offering.

The call to leaders of households.

Ezra 2 verse 62

These searched among their ancestral registration, but they could not be located;

therefore they were considered unclean and excluded from the priesthood. 

Some did not qualify and were barred from the priesthood.

Ezra 3 verse 3

So they set up the altar on its foundation, for they were terrified because of the 

peoples of the lands; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the Lord, burnt 

offerings morning and evening.

The altar was established.
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Ezra 3 verse 8

Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem in the 

second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak and

the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all who came from the 

captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and appointed the Levites from twenty 

years and older to oversee the work of the house of the Lord.

Levites were assigned to supervise the labour.

Ezra 3 verse 10-11

Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the 

priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, 

with cymbals, to praise the LORD according to the directions of King David of 

Israel.  11 They sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying, “For He is 

good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.” And all the people shouted 

with a great shout when they praised the LORD because the foundation of the 

house of the LORD was laid.

There was great celebrations because the groundwork of the temple was 

completed.

Ezra 4 verse 1-4

Now when the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile 

were building a temple to the LORD God of Israel,  2 they approached Zerubbabel 

and the heads of fathers’ households, and said to them, “Let us build with you, for

we, like you, seek your God; and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of 

Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us up here.”

These Bible notes have been provided as a resource by Peacemakers International.  They 

were produced by Dennis Marshall who led Stevenage Christian Fellowship* and who 

founded our organisation, about which you can find more information at 

http  ://www.peacemakers-international.com/who_we_are/  

Page 10 of 11



Going Back to the Ancient Paths.  Derived from undated handwritten notes.  Unsure if this

was ever shared with SCF*

3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of fathers’ households of

Israel said to them, “You have nothing in common with us in building a house to our

God; but we ourselves will together build to the LORD God of Israel, as King Cyrus,

the king of Persia has commanded us.  4 Then the people of the land discouraged 

the people of Judah, and frightened them from building,  5 and hired counselors 

against them to frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even 

until the reign of Darius king of Persia.

Israel’s enemies opposed the work.  There was a 16 year delay!

Ezra 5 verse 1-2

When the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 

prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God 

of Israel, who was over them,  2 then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua

the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God which is in 

Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them supporting them. 

The Prophets speak, the work begins again.

Ezra 6 verse 14

And the elders of the Jews were successful in building through the prophesying 

of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.  And they finished building 

according to the command of the God of Israel and the decree of Cyrus, Darius, 

and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

The work was completed.
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