The New Covenant. Derived from undated handwritten notes. Unsure if this was ever
shared with SCF*

By Covenant we mean God's Covenant to His people. A covenant in ancient times
was similar to that which we today would call a contract, treaty, or a will. Each
covenant laid down the basis of a relationship, its terms, promises and conditions
of the relationship and the outcome if those conditions were broken. God has
made known through His written word, the scriptures and through His living Son,
Jesus Christ exactly what He intends to do with every man, woman and child in
both the present and in the future. We are in the flow of God's purposes; not
because of a decision on our part but because He has ordained it.

Psalm 110 verse 4a

The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind....

He has committed to it and not altered His view.

He has made an agreement that is legal, moral and spiritual and it has been sealed
by the blood shed by His son Jesus and is confirmed by the resurrected life in
Jesus that now flows from the throne of God in heaven, into the hearts and minds
of all those who have made Jesus both their Lord and Savior.

What the New Covenant Means.

Hebrews 9 verse 13-15 - A New Way.

For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who
have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without

blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
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15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death
has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed
under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of
the eternal inheritance.

Hebrews 8 verse 7 - A Second Way.

For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion

sought for a second.

Hebrews 7 verse 20-22 - A Better Way.

And inasmuch as it was not without an oath 21 (for they indeed became priests
without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, "THE LORD
HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, 'YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER'); 22 so
much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

God has not made a mistake or changed His mind (see Psalm 110 verse 4, page 1
above). The people of God had not responded to Him and were unable to bring
about what He had desired. Lets look at some of the failings that caused God to
take back responsibility for the fulfilment of His plan and purpose.

Jeremiah 11 verse 1-5

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying. 2 "Hear the words of
this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
3 and say to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, "Cursed is the man who
does not heed the words of this covenant
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4 which I commanded your forefathers in the day that I brought them out of the
land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, ‘Listen to My voice, and do according

to all which I command you; so you shall be My people, and I will be your God," 5 in
order to confirm the oath which I swore to your forefathers, to give them a land

flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day.”" Then I said, "Amen, O LORD."

Jeremiah 11 verse 9-11

Then the LORD said to me, "A conspiracy has been found among the men of Judah
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have turned back to the
iniquities of their ancestors who refused to hear My words, and they have gone
after other gods to serve them; the house of Israel and the house of Judah have
broken My covenant which I made with their fathers.” 11 Therefore thus says
the LORD, "Behold I am bringing disaster on them which they will not be able to
escape; though they will cry to Me, yet I will not listen to them.

God's Anger - A Time of Discipline.

Note how God refers to both Judah and Jerusalem. Both the nation of Judah and
the city of Jerusalem are representing God's people historically and futuristically
in scripture. God's present church can also be seen in comparative terms. The
people of God broke covenant by their disobedience. From Genesis to the present
day there has been a failure for man to please God from his own efforts and
resources, God has given a new, a second and a better way in the new covenant.
The New Covenant.

2 Chronicles 20 verse 20

They rose early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa; and when
they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Listen to me, O Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the Lord your God and you will be
established. Put your trust in His prophets and succeed.”
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God's new way is summed up in this scripture. Every believer is is called to praise
God, our enemies are defeated as we do this. Judah means let God be praised -
are you a Judah?

Isaiah 9 verse 6-7

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will
rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no end to the increase of
His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

Every believer is called to know the peace of God, not the peace that the world
knows. Peace comes when we are truly under the government of Jesus. Jerusalem
means possession of peace, do you possess peace?

Praise and peace appear in both the old and new covenant, but man has failed to
follow God and He has instituted a new way through faith in Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 11 verse 23-25

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

The new Covenant is not a burden to us. Lets take a look at its contents.
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Jeremiah 30 verse 1-3

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 "Thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel, 'Write all the words which I have spoken to you in a book. 3
For behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, ‘'when I will restore the fortunes
of My people Israel and Judah." The LORD says, 'T will also bring them back to the
land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall possess it."”

Jeremiah 30 verse 11

For I am with you,’ declares the LORD, 'to save you; for I will destroy completely
all the nations where I have scattered you, only I will not destroy you completely.
But I will chasten you justly and will by no means leave you unpunished.

This tells of a time of restoration.

Jeremiah 31 verse 1-6

Thus says the LORD, "The people who survived the sword found grace in the
wilderness — Israel, when it went to find its rest.” 3 The LORD appeared to him
from afar, saying, "I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have
drawn you with lovingkindness. 4 “Again I will build you and you will be rebuilt,
O virgin of Israel! Again you will take up your tambourines, and go forth to the
dances of the merrymakers. 5 "Again you will plant vineyards on the hills of
Samaria; the planters will plant and will enjoy them. 6 "For there will be a day
when watchmen on the hills of Ephraim call out, ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
To the LORD our God.™

This speaks of a virgin, a cleansed people.
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Jeremiah 31 verse 21-26

"Set up for yourself roadmarks, place for yourself guideposts; direct your mind
to the highway, the way by which you went. Return, O virgin of Israel, return to
these your cities. 22 "How long will you go here and there, O faithless daughter?
For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth—A woman will encompass a
man.” 23 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Once again they will
speak this word in the land of Judah and in its cities when I restore their
fortunes, 'The LORD bless you, O abode of righteousness, O holy hilll" 24 Judah
and all its cities will dwell together in it, the farmer and they who go about with
flocks. For I satisfy the weary ones and refresh everyone who languishes.” 26 At
this I awoke and looked, and my sleep was pleasant to me.

This shows us the things that we can do to please Him.

Jeremiah 31 verse 27-37

"Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, "when I will sow the house of Israel
and the house of Judah with the seed of man and with the seed of beast. 28 As I
have watched over them to pluck up, to break down, to overthrow, to destroy and
to bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares the
LORD. 29 In those days they will not say again, ‘The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 30 But everyone will die for his
own iniquity; each man who eats the sour grapes, his teeth will be set on edge.

31 Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant
which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband
to them,” declares the LORD.
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33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after
those days,” declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I
will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 They will not
teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the
LorD," for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,”
declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember
no more.” 35 Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed
order of the moon and the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its
waves roar; the LORD of hosts is His name: 36 "If this fixed order departs from
before Me,” declares the LORD, "Then the offspring of Israel also will cease from
being a nation before Me forever.” 37 Thus says the LORD, "If the heavens above
can be measured and the foundations of the earth searched out below, then I will
also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done,” declares the
LORD.

This declares to us the new Covenant.

Ezekiel 36 verse 22-38

"Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord Gob, "It is not for
your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which
you have profaned among the nations where you went. 23 I will vindicate the
holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you
have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,”
declares the Lord GoD, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24
For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you
into your own land. 25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be
clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.
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26 Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will
put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be
careful to observe My ordinances. 28 You will live in the land that I gave to your
forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God. 29 Moreover, I will
save you from all your uncleanness; and I will call for the grain and multiply it, and
T will not bring a famine on you. 30 I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the
produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of famine
among the nations. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that
were not good, and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities
and your abominations. 32 I am not doing this for your sake,” declares the Lord
Gop, "let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house
of Israel!” 33 Thus says the Lord GoD, "On the day that I cleanse you from all
your iniquities, I will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste places will be
rebuilt. 34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of being a desolation in
the sight of everyone who passes by. 35 They will say, This desolate land has
become like the garden of Eden; and the waste, desolate and ruined cities are
fortified and inhabited." 36 Then the nations that are left round about you will
know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted that which was
desolate; I, the LORD, have spoken and will do it." 37 'Thus says the Lord GoOD,
"This also I will let the house of Israel ask Me to do for them: I will increase
their men like a flock. 38 Like the flock for sacrifices, like the flock at
Jerusalem during her appointed feasts, so will the waste cities be filled with
flocks of men. Then they will know that I am the LORD.""

This tells of the mountains and ground - and of a renewed people.
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Ezekiel 37 verse 11-14

Then He said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel;
behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are
completely cut off." 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord
oD, "Behold, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves,
My people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 Then you will know that
I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of
your graves, My people. 14 I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life,
and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and done it," declares the LORD.™

The scripture signifies a prophetic people.

Daniel 6 verse 25-26

Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language
who were living in all the land: "May your peace abound! 6 I make a decree that in
all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of
Daniel: for He is the living God and enduring forever, and His kingdom is one which
will not be destroyed, and His dominion will be forever.

The passage signifies an enduring, everlasting Kingdom.

Daniel 7 verse 9-10

I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His seat,
His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool. His
throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire.
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10 "A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon
thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before
Him; the court sat and the books were opened.

Revelation 1 verse 12 -20

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I
saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one
like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His
chest with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like
snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished
bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the
sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and His face was like the sun shining in its
strength. 17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed
His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 18
and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have
the keys of death and of Hades. 19 Therefore write the things which you have
seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these
things. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand,
and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

These scriptures in Daniel and Revelation speak of the Ancient of Days, Jesus.
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Daniel 9 verse 24-27

"Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish
the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring
in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most
holy place. 25 So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks
and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of
distress. 26 Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have
nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the
sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood, even to the end there will be war;
desolations are determined. 27 And he will make a firm covenant with the many
for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and
grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate,
even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one
who makes desolate.”
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Daniels Prophecy, which speaks of seventy weeks and the persecution and

come. The old covenant reveals to us the intention of Gods' heart.

desolation to

The Prince cut

Unsure if this was ever

off.
Daniel 9
v 26. Messiah
Cyrus' decree to Crucified. Rapture Christ
rebuild of the Appears.
Jerusalem. -1T Church. Rev. 19 v
H ilvli,
aggai 1 v J erusqlem Terusalem 11-20.
Jeremiah 25 v rebuilt
Destroyed
12. Ezra, AD 70
Nehemiah. )
v . .
v| Restoration || Silent (434) The Church || Tribulation |w/| Millennium
Babylonian Period 49 years. No Age. Matthew Period 7 Years, 1000 years of
captivity. prophet until 13. peace.
Years. Tohn the
Baptist.
T?ehyea; IOf 70™ week
ehovah's .
Revelation 6
7 Weeks. 62 Weeks. favour. Isaiah verse 1
61 verse 1- Revelation 19
2. verse 20-21.
The Hebrew word week means a unit of Antichrist signs a Antichrist breaks the
seven rather than seven days and only the covenant with Israel. | Covenant in the midst
context reveals how much time is Daniel 9 v 27. of the fribulation.

involved. The word should literally be

translated seven or heptads. When we

say a dozen we mean 12 of something.
This word week is like that.

These Bible notes have been provided as a resource by Peacemakers International. They
were produced by Dennis Marshall who led Stevenage Christian Fellowship* and who

founded our organisation, about which you can find more information at
http://www.peacemakers-international.com/who_we are/

Page 12 of 15




The New Covenant. Derived from undated handwritten notes. Unsure if this was ever
shared with SCF*

Some further Scriptures for us to Learn From.

Daniel 6 verse 25-26

Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language
who were living in all the land: "May your peace abound. 26 I make a decree that
in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of
Daniel; for He is the living God and enduring forever, and His kingdom is one which
will not be destroyed, and His dominion will be forever.

His kingdom is endless.

Daniel 9 verse 1-2

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was
made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I,
Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the
word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations
of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.

This is how Daniel understood, but were are we today? We are in the last days of
the Church age.

Acts 3 verse 11-26

While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them at
the so-called portico of Solomon, full of amazement. 12 But when Peter saw this,
he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this, or why do
you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13 The
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His
servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate,
when he had decided to release Him.
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14 But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised
from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 16 And on the basis of faith in
His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see
and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect
health in the presence of you all. 17 And now, brethren, I know that you acted in
ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 18 But the things which God announced
beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has
thus fulfilled. 19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped
away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord:;
20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 Whom heaven
must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by
the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. 22 Moses said, THE LORD GOD
WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN, TO HIM YOU SHALL
GIVE HEED to everything He says to you. 23 And it will be that every soul that
does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’ 24
And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors
onward, also announced these days. 25 It is you who are the sons of the prophets
and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, 'AND
IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE BLESSED." 26 For you first,
God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you
from your wicked ways."

We are living in the days of restoration. So where is Jesus now?
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Psalm 110

The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a
footstool for Your feet. 2 The LORD will stretch forth Your strong sceptre from
Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” 3 Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power:; in holy array, from the womb of the dawn, Your
youth are to You as the dew. 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind,
"You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 5 The Lord is
at Your right hand; He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath. 6 He will judge
among the nations, He will fill them with corpses, He will shatter the chief men
over a broad country. 7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside; Therefore
He will lift up His head.

Jesus sits at His Fathers' right hand until all His enemies are made a footstool for
His feet!
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